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KEELTY REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS — IMPLEMENTATION 

Statement by Premier 
MR C.J. BARNETT (Cottesloe — Premier) [9.02 am]: As undertaken on 17 August when I tabled the Keelty 
report, I will update members on progress with the implementation of its recommendations. Since August, 
representatives of government agencies, the Western Australian Local Government Association and emergency 
service volunteer associations have been energetically addressing all recommendations. The commitment that all 
representatives have demonstrated is laudable. I wish to particularly acknowledge the contribution of the 
volunteer representatives, some of whom travelled long distances to represent their colleagues and communities. 
This work is taking place against the backdrop of a wet spring that has resulted in considerable vegetation 
growth. Estimates are that up to 80 per cent of the state will have above average potential for bushfire risk. This 
fire season therefore looms as more challenging than the last.  

I do not intend to list all of the many outcomes, but I will outline some of the key achievements. Substantial 
amendment of the Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia Act is required to make FESA a 
department of government, as recommended in the Keelty report, and a bill to give effect to this is being 
developed for presentation to this Parliament early in 2012. FESA and the Department of Environment and 
Conservation have finalised a heads of agreement that outlines a partnership between their agencies and paves 
the way for an ongoing collaboration at all levels. FESA and DEC have concentrated and coordinated efforts to 
strategically undertake prescribed burns on bushland adjoining urban areas. Since July, DEC has performed 34 
strategic burns within the hills or coastal plain urban interface, burning over twice the area burned by this time in 
2010. FESA has also undertaken many prescribed burns in urban interface areas. It has also completed 
assessments of fuel load for 25 schools in the hills area and undertaken hazard reduction burns around seven 
school sites. A major statewide exercise involving FESA, local governments, WA Police, DEC, the Department 
for Child Protection and the community is taking place today, affording all bodies involved in fire management 
an opportunity to test operational systems and capabilities.  

The state’s primary bushfire safety publication “Prepare. Act. Survive.” has been revised after extensive 
consultation, and 47 500 copies have been delivered to high-risk bushfire locations. Letters have been sent to 
owners of holiday and rental homes in high-risk bushfire locations alerting them of risks to their properties and 
the need to develop a bushfire survival plan.  

DEC has almost finalised a bushfire risk assessment of the land that it manages in the urban and peri-urban areas 
of Perth. The risk assessment will assist DEC in determining mitigation works at particular locations and also 
assist the department in prioritising works. The State Emergency Management Committee has amended key 
polices and processes in Westplan–Bushfire to reflect Keelty recommendations. Additionally, the state’s utilities 
have identified and reduced the bushfire risk to critical infrastructure.  

The state’s bushfire response capability has also been increased by a number of recent funding decisions of this 
government, including an allocation of $3.84 million to FESA to enable it to lease an S-64 Erickson Air-Crane 
helicopter this fire season, and capital and recurrent funding of $4.25 million to fund the doubling of FESA’s 
tanker fleet, the equipping of FESA’s fleet of standby appliances and the construction of a heavy pumper.  

These important changes and improvements reduce the risk of catastrophic fire. They cannot, however, eliminate 
the risk of fire. We must therefore take all reasonable steps to reduce the likelihood that fires will place lives, 
property and public infrastructure at serious risk. In conclusion, all members of the community should assess the 
risk that their property presents to their family and neighbours and take the necessary steps to reduce that risk.  
 


